Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not?
SUNDAY OCTOBER 18 (Mt 22,15-21)

Saint Paul, great true interpreter, in the Holy Spirit, of the truth of salvation, thus teaches to every man: “Let every person be subordinate to the higher authorities, for there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been established by God. Therefore, whoever resists authority opposes what God has appointed, and those who oppose it will bring judgment upon themselves. For rulers are not a cause of fear to good conduct, but to evil. Do you wish to have no fear of authority? Then do what is good and you will receive approval from it, for it is a servant of God for your good. But if you do evil, be afraid, for it does not bear the sword without purpose; it is the servant of God to inflict wrath on the evildoer. Therefore, it is necessary to be subject not only because of the wrath but also because of conscience. This is why you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, devoting themselves to this very thing. Pay to all their dues, taxes to whom taxes are due, toll to whom toll is due, respect to whom respect is due, honor to whom honor is due” (Rm 13,1-7), 

In the Gospel according to Matthew, Jesus had already solved every problem for his disciples, through the announcement of higher justice: “I tell you, unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter into the kingdom of heaven. “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, offer no resistance to one who is evil. When someone strikes you on (your) right cheek, turn the other one to him as well. If anyone wants to go to law with you over your tunic, hand him your cloak as well. Should anyone press you into service for one mile, go with him for two miles. Give to the one who asks of you, and do not turn your back on one who wants to borrow.” (Mt 5 ,20.38-42). The disciple of Jesus will never have to fight over a thing of this world, since he must also give his body to be crucified or hand over to the sword or stones. Will the body donor could ever refuse to pay a tax? 
Saint Paul declares the Law of Moses abolished in the name of the Gospel – “You shall not hand over to their master any slaves who have taken refuge with you from their master. Let them live among you in any place they choose, in any one of your communities that seems good to them. Do not oppress them.” (Dt 23,16-17) – and sends Onesimus back to his master: “I should have liked to retain him for myself, so that he might serve me on your behalf in my imprisonment for the gospel, but I did not want to do anything without your consent, so that the good you do might not be forced but voluntary. Perhaps this is why he was away from you for a while, that you might have him back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a brother, beloved especially to me, but even more so to you, as a man and in the Lord. So if you regard me as a partner, welcome him as you would me. And if he has done you any injustice or owes you anything, charge it to me.” (Phm 13-18). Men of God know the thought of God even beyond what is written. 

At that time, the Pharisees went off and plotted how they might entrap Jesus in speech. They sent their disciples to him, with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are a truthful man and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. And you are not concerned with anyone’s opinion, for you do not regard a person’s status. Tell us, then, what is your opinion: Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not?” Knowing their malice, Jesus said, “Why are you testing me, you hypocrites? Show me the coin that pays the census tax.” Then they handed him the Roman coin. He said to them, “Whose image is this and whose inscription?” They replied, “Caesar’s.” At that he said to them, “Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.”.

The soul belongs to God. All that is matter belongs to Caesar. Matter is given to Caesar. The soul is given to God. The body is given to Caesar so that he may make it a holocaust of love for the salvation of the world and every tax is offered as a sacrifice acceptable to the Lord. All obedience to his Law, to his Word, to his Gospel, to the truth of the Holy Spirit is given to God. Jesus did this. This must be done by all his disciples. No one will ever be able to live this faith without a very high supernatural vision. 
Mother of God, Angels and Saints, make us by the perfect obedience at every Word of Jesus.
